
It is clear from the discussion and decision of the Board of County Commissioners to table 
Docket LU-18-0003 that the primary deficiency in the City of Boulder application is inadequate 
consideration of alternatives to the Arapahoe site.  We strongly believe that the importance of 
preserving the Arapahoe/Highway 7 view corridor, as described in the Boulder County 
Comprehensive Plan, for us and future generations necessitates that every effort be expended 
to do so.  We propose below two other sites that meet city requirements, while not creating 
additional visual blight of a new tower at the Arapahoe site along State Highway 7, the historic 
and highly travelled entrance to the city.  As part of this effort the city must investigate the 
technical feasibility for these new locations, along with any others that they might choose.  
 
The table indicates relevant data for the proposed Arapahoe and existing Hoover sites, and the 
ones we propose (highlighted in yellow) and call Valmont and Reservoir.  Locations for 
Arapahoe, Valmont and Reservoir are indicated on the portion of the “Niwot Quadrant” USGS 
topographic map. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Site Arapahoe Valmont Reservoir Hoover 
Elevation (ft) 5370 5295/5290 5320 5340 

Existing Tower Height (ft) None 80/100 None 150 
City Owned Yes Yes Yes No 



 
 
The photo of the Valmont site at 3000 N. 63rd St. shows an existing 80 ft. high mobile telephone 
communications tower that is located on city owned property. The building to the right (south) 
of the indicated tower is owned by Public Service Co., which maintains another 100 ft. tower 
(not shown) just to the south of that building.  The city owns approximately 26 acres at this site, 
so it is possible that the proposed new tower could be located at a slightly higher position.  We 
suspect that a technical survey will indicate that a new tower of 150-200 ft. will have adequate 
coverage for city needs, even with the proximity of the crest of Valmont Butte to the west. 
 
Please note that we are not suggesting co-location with the existing tower. We believe that this 
site offers many advantages for a new city-owned tower.  It is clear from the photo that there is 
already an adequate road for tower construction and maintenance, there is available power 
that would not need to be provided from a new underground source, and this site already 
suffers from a large number of vertical visual impacts, which are especially compounded by the 
several higher exhaust stacks of Valmont Power Station just to the south. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
The city owns nearly 63 acres at 7035 Red Deer Dr., on the west side of N. 75th St.  Although this 
property is considered an OSMP resource on city maps, it is fully fenced and gated for security 
purposes, and not generally accessible to the public.  The high, western portion indicted in the 
photo is surrounded on the west, north and south by property, including the reservoirs, that is 
owned by Public Service Co.  The flat-topped area seems to be nearly ideal for locating the 
tower originally proposed for the Arapahoe site, which is only about ¾ mile distant and 50 ft. 
higher.  Since the city has already indicated its willingness to use OSMP property for a road to 
access the Arapahoe site, there should be little objection to using this site and if so, it should be 
possible to make an inter-department trade for some of the land at the Arapahoe site.  The 
Reservoir site is far enough from Highway 7 that it would not have nearly the negative visual 
impact as the Arapahoe site.  
 


